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Germany and France will go
ahead with Covid-19 vaccine
boosters from September, dis-
regarding an appeal by the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) to hold off  until more
people are vaccinated across
the globe.

The decision to press ahead
with booster shots despite the
strongest statement yet from
the WHO highlights the chal-
lenge of  dealing with a global
pandemic while countries try
to protect their own citizens
from the more infectious
Delta variant.

French President Em-
manuel Macron said France
was working on rolling out
third Covid vaccine doses to
the elderly and vulnerable
from September.

"A third dose will likely be
necessary, not for everyone
straightaway, but in any case
for the most vulnerable and
the most elderly," Macron said
on his Instagram account.

Germany intends to give
boosters to immunocompro-
mised patients, the very eld-

erly and nursing home resi-
dents from September, the
health ministry said.

WHO chief  Tedros Ad-
hanom Ghebreyesus called
on Wednesday for a halt to
vaccine boosters until at least
the end of  September, saying
it was unacceptable for rich
countries to use more of  the
global vaccine supply.

High-income countries ad-
ministered around 50 doses
for every 100 people in May,
and that number has since
doubled, according to WHO.

Low-income countries have
only been able to administer
1.5 doses for every 100 people,
due to lack of  supplies.

"I understand the concern of
all governments to protect
their people from the Delta
variant. But we cannot accept
countries that have already
used most of  the global sup-
ply of  vaccines using even
more of  it," Tedros said. Ger-
many rejected those accusa-
tions, saying it would donate
at least 30 million vaccine dos-
es to poorer countries.

COLOMBO: Hospitals in Sri
Lanka started preparations to
face the current surge in the
number of Covid-19 cases,
deputy director general of
health Dr Hemantha Herath
said on Thursday. Most
hospitals in the country
exceeded their capacity even as
some patients are forced to
sleep on floors, according to
social media reports.  Herath,
responding to reports that
hospitals exceeded their
capacities, said urgent steps
are being taken to expand the
number of Covid wards.

Lankan hospitals
prepare for surge 

BEIJING: China on Thursday reported 85 new coronavirus
cases, including 62 new locally transmitted ones, as delta
variant of the virus spreads in Chinese cities.
No deaths related to Covid were reported.
Zhengzhou city in Henan province expanded lockdown area of
residential communities and escalated epidemic control as the
local outbreak continues to spread within the city. As the new
Covid cases have been reported in at least 18 Chinese
provinces, experts in the country have raised alarm due to the
latest outbreak in the country fuelled by the spread of the
Delta variant.

Henan province expands lockdown area 

CANBERRA: Australia's second-
largest city Melbourne went into
a 6th lockdown on Thursday,
with a state government leader
blaming the nation's slow
Covid-19 vaccination rollout for
the decision. 
Melbourne joins Sydney and
Brisbane, Australia's most
populous and third-most
populous cities respectively, in
locking down due to the spread
of the highly contagious delta
variant. Melbourne and
surrounding Victoria state will
lock down for seven weeks after
eight new cases were detected.

Melbourne enters
6th lockdown

KABUL: At least 303 Taliban
terrorists were killed and 125
others suffered injuries as a
result of  Afghan forces
operation in several provinces
in Afghanistan during the last
24 hours, the Afghan defense
ministry said on Thursday.

The Afghan National Security
Forces (ANSF) carried out oper-
ations in Nangarhar, Laghman,
Ghazni, Paktika, Kandahar,
Zabul, Herat, Jowzjan, Saman-
gan, Faryab, Sar-e Pol, Hel-
mand, Nimruz, Kunduz, Bagh-
lan and Kapisa provinces dur-
ing the last 24 hours.

Giving out the details of  the
operations conducted by the
Afghan forces, the Defence Min-
istry said 16 Talibs terrorists
were killed and 10 others
wounded in airstrikes conduct-
ed by the Afghan Air Force
(AAF) in Dand district and the
outskirts of  Kandahar provin-
cial center.

The Afghan Air Forces also
targeted Taliban terrorists in
the Dehdadi district of  Balkh
province on Thursday.

"Tens of  Talib terrorists were
killed and wounded and their
hideout was destroyed as a re-
sult of  the airstrike," the min-
istry tweeted.

The ministry also shared the
videos of  the two airstrikes.

In Baghlan province, the min-
istry said that the forces killed
23 Taliban terrorists, and 4 oth-
ers suffered injuries. Some

303 Taliban killed in Afghan
forces ops in 24 hours: Govt GERMANY, FRANCE IGNORE WHO CALL

French Prez says France works on rolling out third vax jabs to elderly and vulnerable from Sept 

Demonstrators protest against compulsory Covid vaccination for
certain workers called for by France in Paris on Thursday. -AFP

A school boy rides his cycle in Kabul on Thursday. -AFP

amount of  their weapons and
ammunition were destroyed.

Meanwhile, 60 Taliban terror-
ists were neutralized and 11 oth-
ers wounded in operations con-
ducted by the ANSF with sup-
port from the AAF at the out-
skirts of  Zabul provincial cen-
ter, yesterday.

50 Taliban militants surrender in
N Afghanistan

Amid the unabated violence
in Afghanistan, at least 50 Tal-
iban militants surrendered in
the country's northern province
of  Jawzjan as fighting raged in
the region, a Defence Ministry
official said on Thursday.

BEIRUT: The Lebanese Red Cross announced that 84 people
were injured in clashes between the riot police and protesters
during demonstrations in commemoration of the first
anniversary of the port blasts. Thousands of people took part in
demonstrations on Wednesday near Parliament in Beirut

downtown in demand for lifting political immunity and holding
transparent investigation into the blasts on August 4, 2020
which killed 214 people and wounded over 6,000 others,
reports xinhua news agency. One year after the disaster, no
senior official has been held accountable so far.

84 injured as protests turn violent in Beirut

ATHENS: A state of
emergency has been
declared in Greece's
Varybobi area and the wider
municipality of  Acharnes in
the north of  Athens after at
least 114 wildfires broke out
in a span of  just 24 hours.

"We give a titanic battle in
multiple fire fronts," Deputy
Minister for Civil Protection
and Crisis Management
Nikos Hardalias told a press
briefing on Wednesday
evening, as wildfires raged
across the country.

The biggest of  these blazes
were on the island of  Evia, in
ancient Olympia, although
though wildfires have also
ripped through Messinia in
the Peloponnese, and in
Chalkidiki on the northern
side of  Greece, reports Xin-
hua news agency.

Hundreds of  people were
evacuated from more than 10
villages on the island of  Evia,
as the wildfire was spreading
on four major fronts in the
north part of  the island, burn-
ing houses and forest land
since Tuesday evening.

Coast guard vessels along
with private boats assisted to
transfer 90 residents and
tourists of  the coastal town of
Rovies, in Evia, who were sent
to the beach for safety in the
port of  Edipsos, Greek nation-
al news agency AMNA report-

ed. Similar scenes were un-
folding at the same time in the
municipality of  ancient
Olympia, the birthplace of  the
ancient Olympics in north-
western Peloponnese.

"Seven fires broke out in Ilia
prefecture on Wednesday, four
of  which (are) in the broader
area of  the town and ancient
site of  Ancient Olympia,"
Hardalias said. Firefighters

backed by aircraft dropped
water to stop wildfire from
burning the 2,800-year-old ru-
ins, one of  the most revered
sites of  antiquity, as alert 112
messages were issued to resi-
dents to evacuate eight vil-
lages. Forest fires are common
during Greece's hot, dry sum-
mers, but nothing has ap-
proached the scale of  the last
four days.

Emergency declared in Greece
due to massive wildfires

Wildfire engulfs power plant in Turkey
ANKARA: A thermal power plant in the southwestern Turkish province
of Mugla was engulfed by a wildfire, prompting authorities to
evacuate people in nearby towns. Gendarmerie forces ordered the
residents of several neighbourhoods in the Milas district to leave the
area immediately, Xinhua news agency quoted local official nas saying
late WEdnesday. Media footage showed people trying to leave Oren, a
small town, by their vehicles or other means they found through the
highway.  The National Defence Ministry announced that citizens who
gathered at the pier were evacuated and transported to safe areas
with the landing ship of the Naval Forces Command. The power plant
area was completely cordoned off, according to press reports.

VANCOUVER: Lawyers for a senior executive for Chinese
communications giant Huawei Technologies argued in court
Wednesday that the United States "strategically crafted" a
misleading record of  the case and acted "in bad faith" when
presenting reasons for her extradition.

Meng Wanzhou, who is Huawei's chief  financial officer and the
daughter of  the company's founder, was arrested at Vancouver's
airport in late 2018 at the request of  the US, which has charged her
with fraud. Her arrest infuriated Beijing, which sees her case as a
political move designed to prevent China's rise.

US was 'selective' in disclosure,
says Huawei CFO‘s lawyer

TEL AVIV: Israel on Thursday
escalated its response to
rocket attacks the previous
day from Lebanon by
launching rare airstrikes on
its northern neighbour, the
army and Lebanese officials
said.

A statement from the Israeli
military said jets struck the
launch sites from which the
rockets were fired, as well as
an additional target used to
attack Israel in the past. The
military blamed the state of
Lebanon for the shelling and
warned "against further at-
tempts to harm Israeli civil-
ians and Israel's sovereignty".

The overnight airstrikes in
southern Lebanon were a
marked escalation at a politi-
cally sensitive time. Israel's

new eight-party governing
coalition is trying to keep
peace under a fragile cease-
fire that ended an 11-day war
with Hamas' militant rulers
in Gaza in May. Several inci-
dents leading up to this
week's rocket fire from
Lebanon have focused atten-
tion on Israel's northern bor-
der. The United States swiftly
condemned the attacks on Is-
rael. Lebanon is mired in

multiple crises, including a
devastating economic and fi-
nancial meltdown and a polit-
ical deadlock that has left the
country without a functional
government for a full year.

Lebanese President Michel
Aoun said Israel's use of  its
air force to target Lebanese
villages "is the first of  its
kind since 2006 and indicated
the presence of  aggressive,
escalatory intentions"
against Lebanon. In a state-
ment, he said Lebanon would
submit a complaint to the
United Nations. The com-
mander of  the UN peacekeep-
ing force in Lebanon, known
as UNIFIL, Stefano Del Col,
called on the parties "to act
with urgency" to de-escalate
tensions.

Israel launches airstrikes on
Lebanon in response to rockets

Iran swears in new hard-line president amid regional tension 
TEHRAN: The protégé of  Iran's
supreme leader, Ebrahim
Raisi, was sworn in as the
country's new president
during a ceremony in
parliament on Thursday, an
inauguration that completes
hard-liners' dominance of  all
branches of  government in
the Islamic Republic.
The former judiciary chief
known for his distrust of  the West takes the
reins at a tense time. Iran's indirect talks
with the US to salvage Tehran's landmark
2015 nuclear deal have stalled, as
Washington maintains crippling sanctions
on the country and regional hostilities
simmer.
"The sanctions must be lifted," Raisi said

during his half-hour
inauguration speech. "We
will support any diplomatic
plan that supports this
goal." Wearing the
traditional black turban
that identifies him in the
Shiite tradition as a direct
descendant of  Islam's
Prophet Muhammad, Raisi
recited the oath of  office

with his right hand on the Quran.
In his address, Raisi stressed his embrace
of  diplomacy to lift US sanctions and mend
rifts with neighbors, a subtle reference to
Sunni rival Saudi Arabia. But he also
signaled that Iran seek to expand its power
as a counterbalance to foes across the
region.
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